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Comments  From  Your  Editor, 


Many  thanks  to  Doug  Tolley,  Steven  Kawalec,  Dennis  Poland,  Steve  Cawood  and  Billy 
Campbell  for  helping  my  grandson  Ryan  jump  start  his  scrip,  airline  lapel  wings  and 
pressed  pennies  collection.  Ryan  attended  the  show  and  fit  in  well  with  our  members. 

Please  note  the  very  interesting  article  submitted  by  Thomas  Perry  on  page  4.  An 
innovative  concept  to  accommodate  the  miners  traveling  to  work.  Thanks  Thomas. 

Steve  Cawood  suggested  adding  the  The  SCRIP-IDENT  Chart  to  ST.  This  chart  was  last 
published  in  2005  and  is  a  helpful  quick  reference.  See  page  5 

On  page  6  is  a  copy  of  a  newspaper  ad  for  the  Boulder  City  Co.  Stores.  This  ad  was 
printed  in  March  11,  1932  in  the  Las  Vegas  Evening  Review  Journal.  It  was  sent  to  me 
by  my  friend  Clay  Campbell  who  lives  in  Las  Vegas.  Clay  has  a  nice  collection  of 
Hoover  Dam  memorabilia  including  scrip.  Those  of  you  that  read  my  article  on  scrip 
used  during  the  building  of  Hoover  Dam  can  read  the  ad  for  items  that  were  most  likely 
purchased  with  scrip.  It  would  be  interesting  to  compare  these  prices  with  company  stores 
that  existed  the  same  time  period  in  the  coal  camps. 

It  is  with  sadness  that  a  well  known  scriptor  and  friend  Walter  Caldwell  passed  away  on 
October  10,  2013.  Walter  had  a  wealth  of  information  about  the  history  of  scrip  and  coal 
mining.  When  I  attended  the  scrip  shows  near  Fayetteville,  I  would  stop  to  visit  Walter 
and  Kevin  Andersen.  Kevin  has  provided  ST  with  an  obituary  for  Walter  on  page  7.  It  is 
well  written  and  a  tribute  to  Walter. 

The  fall  scrip  show  held  at  the  Charleston  West  Virginia  Civic  Center  was  well  attended. 
Scheduling  the  show  next  room  to  a  coin  show  was  a  great  idea.  Many  of  the  coin  show 
attendees  visited  our  room.  In  the  early  afternoon  our  show  and  the  coin  show  were 
interrupted  by  the  Secret  Service.  Joe  Biden  was  scheduled  to  speak  later  to  honor 
retiring  Senator  J.  Rockefeller  in  an  adjoining  room.  We  had  to  vacate  while  the  secret 
service  did  a  bomb  sweep  in  both  rooms.  To  get  back  to  the  rooms  we  had  to  go  through 
a  security  search.  After  this  interruption  attendance  seemed  to  dissipate. 

Starting  on  page  17.  is  an  article  about  coal  mining  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  During  my  previous 
visits  to  Pittsburgh,  I  was  unaware  of  the  coal  industry  that  at  one  time  existed  there. 

I  need  articles  for  ST.  I  am  sure  many  of  you  have  experiences  or  know  of  stories  of 
interest  to  the  club  members.  A  story  about  scrip  doesn’t  have  to  be  mining.  I  am  now 
researching  a  story  from  a  huge  California  ranch  of  thousands  of  acres.  This  ranch  had  a 
company  store,  company  housing  and  scrip.  If  you  have  concerns  about  writing,  don’t  be. 
Send  me  notes,  ideas  or  what  ever.  I  will  put  them  into  a  story  and  you  will  get  full  credit. 

REMINDER!!!  There  are  available  sets  of  the  40th  NSCA  anniversary  metal  tokens.  The 
set  consists  of  six  different  metal  tokens  (  one  is  silver)  and  are  on  a  first  come  basis. 

Price  is  $180  plus  $5.00  shipping.  Contact  Billy  Campbell  or  Mike  Williams. 
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FROM  BELLY  CAMPBEL 
PRESIDENT  2012-2014 


10-16-13 


I  reviewed  over  forty  years  of  Scrip  Talk  in  the  past  few  months.  There  is  really  a  lot  of 
information  stored  there.  One  area  that  jumped  out  to  me  was  the  NSCA  metal  token  project 
started  in  1992,  there  were  at  least  four  miscellaneous  metal  tokens  struck  before  1992.  A  high 
point  was  reached  when  NSCA  produced  a  one  ounce  GOLD  token  that  only  a  few  collectors 
took  advantage  of.  Today  that  token  is  worth  about  $2,000.00  dollars,  don't  you  wish  you  were 
one  of  the  lucky  owners,  I  do.  There  were  several  .999  SILVER  NSCA  Metal  tokens  issued, 
those  are  valued  in  the  range  of  $100-$  125  each.  The  other  metals  can  command  at  least  $50 
each.  In  all  I've  been  able  to  identify  approx  80  different  NSCA  metal  tokens  that  were  produced. 
There  is  a  listing  of  these  metal  tokens  and  will  be  available  with  the  purchase  of  the  $  1 80  40th 
Anniversary  six  piece  set  Medallions,  twenty  sets  total,  there  will  also  be  a  Charleston  Fall  Scrip 
Show  Metal  token  at  $18.  S/H  is  charged  if  mailed  out. 

In  addition,  the  free  plastic  tokens  were  started  in  1980  and  a  full  color  catalogue  of  the  known 
tokens  is  included  to  the  buyers  of  the  40th  anniversary  set.  All  of  that  being  said  leads  me  to 
this,  I  think  these  NSCA  Commemoratives  were  meant  to  establish  unique  collectables  that 
would  enhance  the  scrip  collections  of  all  members.  Anyone  having  these  Commemorative 
Medallions  or  early  issues  of  Scrip  Talk,  may  want  to  consider  offering  them  for  sale  or 
purchasing  them  at  the  upcoming  Scrip  Shows  or  in  the  Free  Ads  listing  of  Scrip  Talk  if  you  find 
them.  Or  even  consider  donating  them  to  the  historical  files  of  NSCA,  Inc.,  because  at  some 
point,  in  the  future,  they  may  be  given  and  held  by  a  University,  or  other  Archives  for  future 
generations  viewing. 

Because  NSCA  is  in  the  midst  of  finalizing  both  volume  I  &  II  4th  edition  Edkins  catalogues  the 
funds  were  not  available  from  NSCA  to  begin  this  program  again,  rather  than  miss  this  chance  to 
restart  the  metal  program  with  a  40th  anniversary  set  I  have  advanced  all  costs  (with  no  interest 
and  no  risk  to  NSCA)  of  the  program  and  instructed  the  secretary  treasurer  to  establish  an 
accounting  item  to  reimburse  me  of  those  costs  as  funds  allow.  Checks  and  balance  of  the  funds, 
both  expense  and  income  were  established.  Once  the  cost  has  been  repaid  there  should  be  a  small 
profit  that  will  go  into  NSCA,  Inc.  general  fund,  that  will  show  on  the  financial  reports  in  2014. 


Unique  Transportation 

By  Thomas  Perry 


The  Merrill  Coal  Mines,  Inc.  opened  a  new  mine  in  the  head  of  Little  Buffalo  Creek  at 
Henlawson,  WV,  in  the  late  teens-early  twenties.  The  C  &  O  RR  built  a  track  line  for  coal 
removal  to  market.  Few  workers  owned  automobiles  to  drive  to  work  and  were  reluctant 
to  drive  the  primitive  &  rough  road  that  forded  the  creek  many  times.  Getting  employees 
there  at  shift  change  became  quite  a  problem  for  the  company  to  deal  with. 

Some  one  came  up  with  a  brilliant  idea!  They  bought  two  buses  that  had  been  retired 
from  the  Charleston  Transit  Co.  at  Charleston,  WV.  The  buses  were  then  retrofitted  with 
train  wheels  to  travel  on  the  rails.  Larger  engines  were  installed  and  ran  on  aviation 
gasoline.  They  hired  drivers  and  trained  them  to  meet  the  scheduled  shift  changes  at  the 
mine.  One  of  the  bus  drivers  was  my  late  Brother-in-Law  Victor  C.  Hainer  (1931). 

A  garage  was  built  to  protect  the  buses,  across  Route  1 0  from  the  Company  Store  at  the 
mouth  of  Little  Buffalo  Creek  (where  Chief  Logan  State  Park  is  now  located  some  miles 
up  the  hollow).  A  turn-table  was  provided  to  turn  the  busses  from  the  main  line  to  the 
track  into  the  garage.  They  had  to  go  in  end  to  end.  The  turn-table  was  hand  operated! 

The  drivers  referred  to  the  operation  as  “brute  force  and  ignorance’. 

The  aviation  gasoline  for  the  busses  was  not  available  locally  and  had  to  be  delivered  by 
the  C  &  O  )  Railroad.  They  dropped  off  a  flat  car  with  the  55  gallon  barrels  of  fuel  on  a 
siding.  “Hangers  on”  at  the  Company  Store  gathered  for  the  show,  when  Vic  Haines  hand 
carried  the  barrels  from  the  flat  car  to  the  garage.  At  6  ft.  2  in  and  225  lb.  Victor  enjoyed 
demonstrating  his  strength! 

The  garage  and  both  busses  were  later  destroyed  in  a  fire  of  unknown  origin  (at  least  to 
this  writer). 


The  Dodrill  Scrip-Ident  chart  is  a  valuable  tool  to  estimate  the 
issue  date  of  scrip  by  identifying  reverse  dies  and  the  companies 
that  used  them. 


A  special  thanks  to  Steve  Cawood  for  suggesting  Scrip  Talk  re¬ 
print  this  chart.  We  ’ll  rerun  it  on  a  regular  basis. 
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Groceries,  Meats,  Bak¬ 
ery,  Fruits, Vegetables 

OLEOMARGARINE,  Rex-Nut  1  fL- 

Per  pound - : - 

EGGS,  strictly  fresh  in  carton*.  Of k. 

Per  dozen  - - - — ■ — **.wv 

BLACKBERRIES.  Oregon,  AJ. 

No.  10  can* — cadi - ‘trn. 

CORN,  No.  2  medium  cana  Or, 

3  cans  for  — - - — 

SPAGHETTI,  Ritter’*,  No.  1  can*  OO, 

3  can*  for  _ _ : - — 

PRUNES,  Fr«*  to  pry?  90, 

No.  2($  large  cart*— 2  for -  00*- 

CARROTS,  diced,  9  to.  can*  AA. 

2  cans  for - ; - — - - ~  V,7V 

CHERRIES,  Royal  Arute,  12  or.  cany  1  A, 

2  can*  tor - — - 1 

OATS,  Crystal  Wedding  99, 

Large  package  for  - - "‘A. 

COFFEE,  Jevenes  Hotel  Eton)  Mi- 


CHERRIES,  Red  Sour  Pitted 

No.  2  medium  can*.  2  for - 

SOAP  CHIPS,  Snifi'a  Qnkk-Nap. 
Large  Package  and  On*  Caa  Sna- 

Brtte  Ckanier,  for  — — - lit. 

CREAMED  CORN  KERNELS 
Dairymaid,  No.  2  cana — 2  fog  — : — 
.WAXED  LUNCH  PAPER,  I2S  ft 

Reg.  S  c.  die,  each - ' - 

RJPE  OLIVES,  Medium* 

Pint  Cans — each - — < — S - - - 

PORK  SHOULDER  ROAST 

Per  ponnd  .... - — — i - — - 

BACON.  Cudahy’s  *  Vf r 
Whole  or  Half,  pound  — 

STEER  BEEF  ROASTS,  CodahyY 
No.  1— Per  pound  — ....  -r— — 

BOILING  MEAT,  Seer  Beef, 

Cudahy’*— per  pound - _ - . — — 

PORK  .STEAKS,  young  pork 

SllNCmSAUSAGErSdi^y 

Per  pound  — - - _i— - 

LARD,  Cudahy’s 

4  lb.  pail— each  - : - — — ■— 

BACON,  sliced,  Cudahy's  Puritan 

Per  pound  - — - — — — — 

LETTUCE,  large  heads 

3  for  — — - — — - — — 

BANANAS,  fancy 

5  pounds  for  — ....  T  — — — - — — 
ALMONDS,  IXL  soft  shell 

2  pounds  for - - - 

DATES,  cello  wrapped 

2  lb.  package  — — - - 

POTATOES,  Bassett* 

14  pounds  for  - — — - - — • — - — 

LEMONS,  large  sire 


Solve  the  Problem  of  what  to  wear  Easter- 
Detail*  play  a  big  part  to  Easter  fashions 


Voiles,  Print*,  Broadcloth,  Linenes 
and  Piques 


OAP  10  bar*  Crystal  White 
Y-  10  IbsCiH  Pure 
Ugar  Cant  Sugar,  all  for 


Overall*— Jonapsrs 

CROWN-  BOSS  A  A, 

HEADLIGHT-LEE  gStgS^ 

Jest  a  Reminder  - - -  * 

EVERY  DAY  PRICE 


Fish  Market 

Mountain  trout,  fresh  from  the  dear  coW 
streams  of  the  Rockies. 

Fresh  salt  fish  daily  from  Pacific  Coast 
Fresh  lobsters  dams  and  oyster*  in  season 
Next  to  Meat  Market 


Bulbs 

at  Vegetable  Department 
RANUNCULUS  —  GLADIOLAS 
ANEMONE  —  GIANT  CANNAS 
Planting  Season  Is  Here 
We  will  make  special  orders  far  any  varieties 
of  seeds  or  plants.  A  full  line  of  seeds  to  the 
Grocery  Department 


Friday.  March  11, 1932 


LAS  VEGAS,  (NEVADA)  EVENING  REVIEW-JOURNAL 


TWENTY  FIVE  THOUSAND 

Items  Under  One  Hoof  -  A  Complete  Shopping  Center  "Popular  Brands -Cheap  Prices 
SPECIALS  Quoted  Effective  Saturday  and  Monday— -March  12th  and  14th 


GENUINE  INDIAN 
HANDIWORK 

IOO  Genuine  Navajo  Ruts 

At  Prices  Far  Below  Their  Actual  Value 

$4.75  $6.75  $9-75 

Attractive  for  your  home,  economical  for  fur¬ 
nishing  apartments  and  booses  to  rent.  Ideal 
for  offices.  A  Navajo  Rug  will  wear  twice  as 
long  as  any  other  rug  made,  regardless  of 
price.  A  large  selection  of  Navajo  Jewelry. 
tlOPI  POTTERY  —  BASKETS 

Jewelry  Department 

Entrance  next  to  Fruit  Dept,  f 


$L50  Alarm  Clocks 
For  — : - 


98e 


AD  Glassware  20%  Discount 


Free  Base  with  purchase  of  Parker  Pen  Set 
Souvenir  Commemoration  Coins,  18c  Each 
2  Coins  for  35c 

Near  Project  Pictures  and  Souvenirs  Wrapped 
For  Mining — Stamps  for  Your  Convenience 

JEWELRY  DEPARTMENT 
Next  to  Fruit  Department 


METAL  SANITARY  ICE  BOXES 
White.  Green,  Green  and, Ivory 

Hardware  Department 

Household  Electrical 

From  the  House  of  Magic 

A  GENERAL  ELECTRIC 
HOT  POINT  IRON 
With  Calrog  Element 

$3.M 

Two  Days  Only 


A  Complete  line  of  G.  E.  Refrigerators 
With  new  features — New  refinements 
On  Display  in  the  Electrical  Department 


We  maintain  a  technical  service  for  mainte¬ 
nance  and  repairs  on  all  makes  of 

RADIOS  AND 

ELECTRICAL  EQUIPMENT 


CleanersfcfTailors 

CLEANING  &  PRESSING 
Suits  Pressed  —  Saits  Cleaned 

50C  and  $1 

Have  That  Old  Suit  Made  Like  New 


Suits  Made  to 
Measure 

A  Range  of  Prices  for  Every  Pune 

We  Feature  The 
ED.  V*  PRICE  LINE 
See  Our  Beautiful  New  Spring 
and  Sommer  Lines 


Easter  Hats 

Straw  Braid,  Moatriupo  and  Baku 

There  are  so  many  notes  in  spring  hats,  that 
the  Easier  parade  is  sure  to  be  a  splendid  af¬ 
fair.  . . .  We  have  an  exciting  variety  of  Ber¬ 
ets,  Sailors  and  Cuff  Brim  Hats,  which  start¬ 
ed  the  Fashion  world  talking  when  first 
shown,  and  oora  are  perfect  copies  for  preci¬ 
ous  Utile  money. 


Short  Coats 

V  aloes  up  to  $935 

Assorted  Styles,  $4*95 

Spring  Coats 

Foil  Length,  Vibe*  to  <22,58 

New  Light  Spring  Shades  a,  .  — .  — 
Each  _  .  .  ^14*50 

Lingerie  Trimming 

$3*95 

Three  Quarter 

Sleeve* 

$5.95 

Color 

;  Contrast 

$9-95 

Rever 

Necklines 

Hip  Yokes 

$13.95 

Hosiery 

Full  Fashioned  Beriahire  Beraberg,  Silk 

Mesh  Hose 

All  Sizes,  Colors  pair  - — — — - - 

Parses 

New  Novelty  Zipper  Bags.  Soft 

Pliant  Leather 

For  Spring  and  Summer  SO 

D*fl  Uuk  kid-<e«te=»- 
tiom  iuL  AAA  1*  C  wtelfc. 

1T4  Lmui  Heel 

BWfcfr  SmlHMl 

MetoPwlTw 

$3.95 

BUr*  Mairc 

kid  Eater— U-S  Late» 

Ibd 

A  A  <•  C  WldU**  > 

CcaUul>«  I*»t 

tin *  ih  ui  jgam 

ZtFsa  hifeltil  T**  / 

$4-95 

l 

DRUG  DEPT. 


KOTEX,  Reg.  35c 
4  for  _ 


FOUNTAIN  SYRINGES,  Reg.  $1.25  rjQ 

Sale  Price _ : _ _ _ _  ■  dt 

THERMOS  BOTTLES,  Reg.  $1^0  QOp, 

Sale  Price - - - — 

FLASHLIGHTS.  Reg.  $1.15  CQC 

Sale  Price _ Ui7U 

MIRRORS.  Reg.  $1-23  ggc 


Sale  Price  . 


GOGGLES 


Regular  £L50 — Sale  Price  - - 

Regular  Sl-50 — Sale  Price  - - 

Regular  SI-25— Sale  Price  - - - 

Regular  .50 — Sale  Price _ 


-4L98 

-98 

...  £9 

-  .29 


AH  New  Modern  Equipment 
Work  Absolutely  Guaranteed  •—  Reasonable 
Prices— Located  In  The  Hardware 

Department  'tr -V 


BOULDER  CITY  CO.  STORES 


6 


Col.  Walter  Caldwell  (1923-2013) 


If  you  are  a  scrip  enthusiast,  then  you  either  knew  Walter  personally  or  have  no  doubt  heard  his  name. 
The  name  "Walter  Caldwell"  has  to  many  been  synonymous  with  "scrip".  Walter  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  scrip  collecting  when  the  notion  of  collecting  scrip  was  yet  in  its  infancy.  Walter  and  the 
early  collectors  were  largely  the  reason  why  we  have  the  hobby  as  we  know  it  today.  These  pioneers 
were  responsible  for  the  original  finds  from  the  hands  of  families  in  and  around  the  coalfields,  bringing 
these  tokens  together  into  accumulations  and  collections.  During  these  formative  years  collectors  had 
no  idea  of  what  was  out  there,  and  rarity  was  judged  by  the  beholder. 

There  was  no  catalogue  against  which  to  record  finds  or  to  even  have  any 
idea  as  to  what  tokens  were  known.  All  that  would  change  when,  in 
1969,  Walter  published  his  book  "Coal  Company  Scrip"  (see  figure  at 
right).  This  softcover  book  consisted  of  81  pages  and  listed  all  the  known 
states  where  scrip  was  found  and  the  companies  that  used  scrip.  Walter 
was  a  visionary  with  this  book,  choosing  to  format  it  in  ledger-style  where 
the  collector  could  record  finds  of  a  particular  coal  company  by  placing  an 
"x"  or  check  in  a  box  corresponding  to  a  particular  denomination  ranging 
from  1  cent  to  $5.00.  In  this  manner  collectors  could  also  record  any  new 
finds  and  have  a  book  that  was  constantly  updateable.  It  would  be 
another  eight  years  before  the  first  Edkins  Catalogue  would  be  published 
(the  green  one  published  in  1977  by  NSCA). 

I  first  met  Walter  roughly  35  years  ago  when  I  was  yet  attending 
Fayetteville  High  School.  I  am  a  stamp  collector  and  have  been  for  as  long  as  I  can  remember.  I  had 
been  visiting  the  Post  Office  and  chatting  with  the  postmaster,  J.C.  Blume  and  we  had  gotten  onto  the 


subject  of  coal  mining  history.  J.C.  told  me  that  I  really  needed  to  stop  by  Walter's  office  and  talk  with 
him.  Walter  was  in  the  insurance  business  for  many  years  and  his  office  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  situated 
on  Court  Street  next  to  where  his  father's  grain  and  feed  business  was  situated  (that  building  still  stands 
and  has  had  a  variety  of  businesses  over  the  years,  from  antiques  to  bicycles).  I  made  a  point  to  use  my 
lunch  break  to  pay  Walter  a  visit. 

If  you've  ever  been  in  Walter's  office,  you  know  he  had  a  special  way  of  organizing  it.  Now  to  the 
untrained  eye,  you  might  think  of  it  as  a  cluttered  jumble  of  stuff,  but  to  Walter,  he  knew  where 
everything  was  and  he  had  just  about  everything  you  could  imagine.  I  have  tried,  much  to  my  wife's 
dismay,  to  follow  in  Walter's  particular  organizational  scheme.  To  me  his  office  had  a  museum  quality 
about  it.  His  walls  were  lined  with  floor  to  ceiling  bookshelves  filled  with  books,  artifacts  and  old 
bottles.  Scrip-related  items  were  on  other  shelves  or  on  his  several  desks.  A  display  case  with  revolving 
shelves  housed  a  variety  of  other  smaller  artifacts  and  historical  items. 

Walter  had  diverse  interests,  but  all  shared  the  common  thread  of  a  love  of  history.  Anyway,  I 
remember  my  question  to  him  that  first  day  as  clear  as  it  was  yesterday  "Mr.  Caldwell,  I  would  like  to 
learn  more  about  coal  mining  history."  He  didn't  have  much  time  to  talk  that  day,  but  turned  his  swivel 
chair  around  to  a  nearby  bookcase  and  pulled  a  large  3-ring  binder  from  the  shelf  and  handed  it  to  me. 
Inside  were  hundreds  of  old  8x10  black  and  white  photographs  chronicling  much  of  Fayette  County's 
mining  history,  among  other  things  (more  about  these  later).  I  examined  the  photographs  intently,  all 
the  while  trying  to  take  in  all  the  history  in  his  office  --  mindful  of  the  limited  time  I  could  stay.  He  also 
pointed  me  to  a  large  framed  map  of  Fayette  County  (roughly  3  foot  square)  which  had  pieces  of  scrip 
and  other  tokens  around  the  border  and  pieces  of  string  leading  from  each  token  to  a  pin,  which  was 
placed  at  individual  towns  on  the  map  (see  below).  I  was  amazed  at  such  an  interesting  display.  Many 
of  you  probably  have  seen  this  display  and  will  recall  the  note  in  one  of  the  corners  that  Walter  would 
pay  one  silver  dollar  for  any  token  from  a  town  on  the  map  not  represented  by  a  token.  I  don't  know 

how  many  viewers  took  him  up  on  that 
offer.  When  my  lunch  hour  was  about 
done  I  handed  the  binder  back  to 
Walter,  thanked  him  for  his  time  and 
headed  back  to  school. 

Sometime  later  I  recall  visiting  the  next 
door  antique  store,  called  "Red  Dog 
Antiques"  owned  by  Elwood  Maples. 
While  looking  around  I  saw  a  small  bowl 
with  those  "funny  coins  with  holes  in 
them"  and  priced  at  fifty  cents  or  a 
dollar  each.  I  picked  out  a  few  tokens 
from  familiar  WV  towns,  such  as  Cunard 
and  Elverton.  I  suddenly  recalled  that  I 
had  a  few  pieces  of  scrip  at  home  in  my 
small  jar  of  old  coins.  When  I  got  home 
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and  started  looking  for  them  I  found  that  I  had  two  pennies  from  the  Stuart  Colliery  Co.  at  Summerlee 
WV.  I  kept  a  list  of  the  tokens  I  had  and  noted  the  denomination  and  cutouts,  etc.  with  the  thought  of 
perhaps  making  a  catalogue  of  West  Virginia  scrip.  Little  did  I  know  that  I  was  just  a  little  bit  late  for  that 
(15  or  20  years  late!).  I  believe  that  it  was  Elwood  Maples  that  told  me  that  I  should  see  Walter  about  a 
scrip  catalogue  (see  the  pattern  here?  At  some  time  or  another  all  roads  led  to  Walter!)  I  again  paid 
Walter  a  visit  and  purchased  the  WV  Scrip  book  (the  blue  one)  and  joined  the  NSCA  on  the  spot  -  seems 
like  there  was  discount  on  getting  the  book  for  members).  I  was  hooked.  I  couldn't  wait  to  get  home 
and  check  off  all  the  tokens  I  owned  when  the  sudden  realization  that  collecting  all  of  WV  was  going  to 
be  nearly  impossible  for  me.  I  focused  my  interests  to  Fayette  County.  To  my  surprise  one  of  my 
Summerlee  tokens  (which  my  mother  had  given  me  and  which  she  got  from  her  sister  who  lived  at 
Summerlee  back  in  the  mining  days)  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  book.  I  realized  that  it  was  an  unlisted 
token  and  couldn't  wait  to  take  it  to  Walter's  office  for  his  expert  opinion.  I  can  still  see  him  looking  at  it 
with  his  magnifying  glass  and  perusing  his  book  and  calmly  said  "Yep,  it's  a  new  one." 

My  visits  to  Walter's  office  became  more  frequent  and  our  friendship  continued  to  grow.  Many  times  I 
would  inadvertently  interrupt  him  at  his  work,  not  the  insurance  work,  but  the  Scrip  Talk  newsletter 
work.  He  would  either  be  meticulously  making  rubbings  of  tokens  that  were  to  be  depicted  in  ST,  or 
collating  each  issue  on  long  tables  in  the  garage  section  of  his  office.  He  liked  using  different  colored 
paper  for  each  issue  and  folded  each  issue  into  thirds,  stuffed  them  into  legal-sized  envelopes  and 
sealed,  stamped  and  mailed  them  himself.  In  addition  to  writing  a  lot  of  the  material,  he  also  conducted 
the  club  auction  by  cataloguing  each  lot,  keeping  track  of  bids  and  mailing  the  lucky  winner  their 
treasured  lots.  I  believe  that  early  issues  were  created  on  the  old  hand-cranked  mimeograph  machine 
that  he  had  in  his  office.  It  amazes  me  to  this  day  how  he  could  accomplish  all  this  and  still  run  a 
successful  insurance  business!  I  often  looked  forward  to  those  thick  envelopes  in  the  mail  and  couldn't 
wait  to  see  what  articles  and  token  lots  would  be  found  within.  I  don't  know  for  sure  how  many  years 
Walter  stayed  on  as  the  "Janitor"  for  Scrip  Talk,  but  suffice  it  to  say  it  was  certainly  many. 

In  July  1994  Walter  ventured  out  into  his  privately  published  newsletter,  or  what  he  fondly  called  "the 
bulletin".  Vol.  1,  No.l  issue  of  "Token  Talk"  came  off  the  presses  and  was  mailed  to  interested  collectors 
around  June  1994.  The  first  issue  was  actually  a  follow-up  to  an  auction  list  he  mailed  out  (that  closed 
on  June  17, 1994).  Walter  was  selling  off  his  collection  amassed  over  40  or  50  years  -  totaling  over 
14,000  tokens.  The  success  of  Token  Talk  continued  for  11  years  when  Walter  decided  it  was  time  to 
pass  the  torch  to  me  and  with  the  january  31,  2005  issue  I  continued  the  bulletin  under  a  slightly  new 
name:  "Colonel  Walter  Caldwell's  Token  Talk".  Walter  remained  very  active  as  the  "Contributing 
Editor"  and  always  provided  some  interesting  story  or  words  of  wisdom  for  each  issue. 

Walter  again  dusted  off  his  large  binder  of  old  photographs  I  mentioned  earlier  and  allowed  me  take 
them  home  so  that  I  could  scan  them  in  high  resolution,  thus  ensuring  their  preservation  digitally  for 
future  generations.  This  was  the  first  time  I  saw  the  book  again  after  he  showed  it  to  me  many  years 
earlier.  It  took  me  three  days  and  hours  of  scanning  and  saving  the  photos  into  computer  files.  In  all, 
there  were  just  over  350  photographs  in  the  lot.  As  much  as  I  love  history,  I  was  all  too  happy  when  I 
got  to  the  last  of  them.  I  gave  Walter  a  CD  of  the  pictures  and  I  could  tell  that  he  had  an  idea  cooking  - 
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why  not  make  them  available  for  sale  to  the  public?  And  so  it  was,  in  2004  the  first  of  many  CD's  of 
"Caldwell's  Historical  Photographs"  hit  the  market. 

A  year  later  rare  cyanotype  photographs  began  hitting  the  eBay  market  from  a  seller  in  New  Jersey, 
many  of  them  were  scenes  in  Fayette  County,  West  Virginia.  These  photographs  were  taken  mostly  in 
1892,  some  of  the  earliest  known  from  this  area.  Over  the  course  of  several  months  Walter  diligently 
sat  by  the  computer,  frantically  bidding  on  these  photographs,  trying  to  "bring  home"  as  many  as  he 
could.  After  a  day's  bidding  he  would  tell  me  that  he  was  going  to  have  to  "sell  the  farm"  to  pay  for  the 
lots,  followed  by  his  characteristic  chuckle.  When  the  dust  settled,  and  offered  lots  dried-up,  Walter 
commenced  work  on  his  next  project,  a  book  called  "1892  Willis  W.  Vail  Fayette  County  Cyanotypes". 
This  131  page  featured  the  dozens  of  photographs  he  purchased  as  well  as  a  glimpse  into  his  vast  wealth 
of  historical  information  and  other  selected  photographs.  First  published  in  2005  he  continued  to  have 
copies  printed  for  several  more  years.  Our  local  printer  in  Oak  Hill  had  to  replace  their  cyan  toner  for 
their  copier  several  times  when  printing  Walter's  book  due  to  the  large  amounts  of  the  blue  color 
required  for  each  copy! 

Walter  and  I  kept  in  touch  on  a  continual  basis,  sharing  with  each  other  stories  of  newly  found  treasures 
and  things  that  each  of  us  felt  like  we  couldn't  live  without.  I  don't  recall  ever  visiting  Walter  at  his 
office  when  he  didn't  have  something  set  aside  with  my  name  on  it.  Whether  it  be  a  newspaper  article 
or  a  token  journal  he  was  finished  reading,  there  was  always  something  there  he  had  for  me.  Our  visits 
and  telephone  conversations,  without  exception,  always  ended  with  him  telling  me  "Keep  me  posted." 

I  now  find  myself  ending  conversations  with  others  in  the  same  way. 

Walter  had  yet  another  dream  of  publishing  a  book,  this  time  one  that  would  be  more  like  his  personal 
memoirs.  He  wanted  to  tell  the  stories  of  growing  up  in  the  West  Virginia  coalfields  and  on  into  his 
experiences  as  a  soldier  in  Patton's  army  (71st  Infantry  )  during  WWII.  When  his  ability  to  type  on  a 
computer  keyboard  became  more  and  more  limited,  he  experimented  with  a  computer  program  that 
converted  voice  into  text  to  make  transcription  much  easier,  but  he  never  got  around  to  getting  it  fully 
operational.  Walter  had  been  interviewed  by  historians  in  the  past  and  he  appeared  in  several 
newspaper  articles.  I  spoke  with  Walter  a  few  times  during  his  last  few  weeks  and  told  him  I  would  help 
fulfill  his  dream  of  publishing  his  book.  I  managed  to  interview  him  once  during  that  brief  period.  I 
believed  that  I  would  have  more  time  to  interview  him  on  other  subjects,  but  alas  it  was  not  to  be.  On 
October  10,  2013  Walter  received  his  final  set  of  Orders  to  report  to  the  High  Command.  His  funeral 
was  held  several  days  later  in  Fayetteville  and  he  was  buried  with  military  honors.  One  of  the  saddest 
moments  was  when  the  Honor  Guard  gave  the  roll  call,  calling  out  to  each  guard  present,  ending  with 
calling  "Technical  Sergeant  Walter  Caldwell.  Technical  Sergeant  Walter  Caldwell.  Technical  Sergeant 
Walter  Caldwell."  followed  by  the  playing  of  taps. 

I  will  miss  you  dearly  ol'  friend. 

ps- 1  will  continue  working  on  Walter's  book  and  I  encourage  anyone  with  favorite  stories  about  Walter 
to  contact  me.  Kevin  Andersen,  PO  Box  675,  Oak  Hill  WV  25901  or  newrivercanyon@suddenlink.net 
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PLEASE  SEE  THE  ADDRESS  LABEL  FOR  YOUR  EXPIRATION  DATE! 

7  new  members  since  September  issue  &  renewal  of  several  expired  members!  An  expired  member 
’YOU'  contact  will  likely  renew!  In  41  years,  NSCA,  remains  widely  ’unknown’  nationwide. 

Help  NSCA  Inc.  &  assure  appreciation  of  scrip,  by  recruiting  new  members! 


TREASURER'S  REPORT  —  Since  September  Scrip  Talk _ 

9/1/13  September  Scrip  Talk  ending  Balance 

INCOME: 

1.  Club  Dues,  paid  in,  from  renewals  &  7  new  members 

2.  NET  Book  Sales  collected  since  SEPTEMBER  issue  of  ST 

3.  Charleston  show  room  table  income— Prepaid 

4.  NET  Ebay  Sales  by  club  -  one  past  issue  of  Scrip  Talk 

Total  Income 


EXPENSES: 


1.  Scrip  Talk  Sept,  issue — printing  &  supplies 

2.  Scrip  Talk  Sept,  issue — mailing 

3.  Cawood  &  Johnson,  PLLC  -  IRS  legal  fees  non  profit  status  reinstatement — Invoice  #325  &  354 

4.  Charleston  Coin  Club  -  NSCA's  Vz  payment  Fall  Show  M  in  Charleston  Gazette  10/31  &  11/1/13 

5.  Miscellaneous  expenses  to  Sec  Treas-(USPS  ST  issues  to  new  members,  plastic  tokens  to  Pres 
for  catalog,  WV  UnivST  issues,  &  3  ringbinder  for  club  checkbook)  —  AUG,  SEP,  OCT 

Total  Expenses 


ENDING  BANK  BALANCE:  10/31/2013 


Itemized  Totals 

$10,523.68 

$565.00 

$325.00 

$40.00 

$2.34 

$932.34 

$257.65 

$135.19 

$304.75 

$150.80 

$17.29 

$865.68 

$10,590.34 


THE  ’FREE  BOOK’  OFFER,  WITH  NEW  MEMBERSHIP,  HAS  CHANGED,  AS  OF  AUGUST  2013! 

1 .  One  Year  Membership  -  $20 

2.  Five  Year  Membership  -  $85  or  NEW  MEMBERS  can  choose  #4  below! 

3.  Life  Membership  -  $400  or  NEW  MEMBERS  can  choose  #  4  below! 

4.  NEW  MEMBERS  ONLY  can  join  with  the  “5  Year  Membership  or  Life  membership”,  above,  ADD  $5 
S/H  &  get  choice  of  the  following  two  books!  Volume  1  “OR”  Volume  2  of  the  'CURRENT',  3rd  edition,  of 
Edkin's  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coal  Company  Store  Scrip.  Both  are  hardback  with  detailed  listings  of  all 
known  Coal  Scrip  at  the  time  of  publication,  including  rarity  values  &  index.  Volume  2  is  'West  Virginia  only' 

-  Volume  1  is  'all  other  states'!  BOTH  CATALOGUES  ARE  IN  SHORT  SUPPLY! 

THIS  ’FREE  BOOK’  OFFER  WILL  EXPIRE  WHEN  BOOK  INVENTORIES  RUN  OUT! 

Below  is  a  New  Membership  Form,  or  Contact  Information  for  current  members  that  want  their 
collecting  interest  posted  in  Scrip  Talk.  Also,  having  members  phone  number  and/or  email 
address,  on  file,  will  improve  the  club’s  communication  with  the  members! 


NAME 


EMAIL 


STREET  ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ ST _ ZIPCODE _ PHONE 

WHAT  DO  YOU  COLLECT?  (FILL  THIS  OUT  AND  GET  INFO  LISTED  IN  SCRIP  TALK) _ 


This  form  &  dues  should  be  sent  to  NSCA  Inc.,  PO  Bx  10113  Knoxville,  TN.  37939 
QUESTIONS...?  email  NSCAINC@gmail.com  Remember  USE  YOUR  FREE  AD!! 
SEE  THE  ADDRESS  LABEL  FOR  YOUR  EXPIRATION  DATE 

Visit  the  Club's  website:  www.nationalscripcollectors.org  , 


S.  C.A.  FREE  AOS  FOR  MEMBERS*f>-&-&-&*<F>-& 

Free  Ads  are  available  to  N.S.C.A.  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements  being  that 
they  are  limited  to  4  lines,  one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different  ads  in  one 

mailinq  Deadline  for  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the  postmark  of  the  current  issue  of 

SCRIP  TALK.  All  ads  received  after  the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the  followina  issue.  No  ad  will 
rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a  separate  request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to 
SCRIP  TALK  Editor  and  NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor.  SEND  ALL  FREE  ADS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff, 
N.S.C.A.  Free  Ad  Editor,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  Florida  32583-7343  or  E-mail 
Steve@Ratliff.com  {Note:  +  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it.) 

WANTED  -  WEST  VIRGINIA  -  EMMONS  COAL  MINING  CO.  AND  CULPEPPER  SUPPLY  CO. 

scrip  from  the  town  of  Bayard,  Grant  County,  West  Virginia.  Paul  Smith,  P.O.  Box  274, 
Petersburg,  WV  26847  {304-749-7179}  email  vinac@frontiernet.net  + 

LET  ME  KNOW  WHICH  LIST  YOU  WANT  -  I  need  KY  tokens;  have:  military,  prison, 
transportation,  coal,  lumber,  foreign,  KY,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Mid-West  tokens  to  sell  or  trade.  Gene 
Miller,  3306  Startan  Ct.,  Louisville.  KY  40220 

WANTED  -  FORDSON  COAL  SCRIP  -  All  Nuttallburg  Stores  2097  (Fayette)  WV  -  Nuttallburg 
Commissaries  2097  (Fayette)  WV  -  H  5b,  H  50  -  Twin  Branch  Stores  2855  (McDowell)  WV  -  B  10a  - 
Pond  Creek  Stores  1857  Pike)  KY  -  A  25,  A  100  -  Banner  Fork  Commissaries  151  (Harlan)  KY  -  B  1  c, 
B  5  b,  B50,  El*  Darrell  Rainbolt.  1455  Short  St.  Corvdon.  IN  47112  drainbolt@frontier.com 
ph.:  (812)  738-2579  + 

EXPLODER  TOKENS  WANTED!  I  will  pay  absolute  top  dollar  for  any  rare  explosive  control  token 
(powder,  dynamite,  blasting  cap,  monobel,  etc.)  Please  let  me  know  what  you  have.  David  E. 
Schenkman,  P.O.  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD  20617  dave@turtlehillbanjo.com  + 

W.G.  DUNCAN  COAL  CO  /  GRAHAM,  /  KY.  //  Good  For  /  5  /  In  Merchandise.  Brass,  Octagonal, 
23  mm.  R-4  -  $5.00  +  SASE.  Multiples  OK.  Steven  Kawalec.  P.O.  Box  4281,  Clifton,  NJ  07012 
owlprowler@aol.com  (937)  868-9258  + 

TOP  DOLLARS  PAID  FOR  CARBIDE  CAP  LAMPS,  oil  wick/lard  lamps,  blasting  cap  tins,  scatter 
tags,  carbide  lamp  parts  and  other  small  mining  artifacts  that  I  may  need  in  my  collection.  I  will  pay 
more  than  anyone  for  items  needed  for  my  collection.  Contact  Larry  Click,  1021  N.  Jefferson 
St.,  Arlington.  VA  22205-2454,  703-241-3748  or  email  LarryClick@msn.com  + 

ASSORTED  WORLD  WIDE  TOKENS  AND  EXONUMIA  offered  on  my  80  page  fixed  price  lists. 
Write  for  yours.  Norman  Peters,  P.O.  Box  29,  Lancaster,  NY  14086 

FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Florida  tokens  of  all  types  wanted.  Send  2  stamps  for  free 
sample  of  Florida  Token  Society's  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free  Florida  token.  Check 
out  the  Florida  Token  Society  web  site:  http://www.floridatokensociety.com  you  can  join  and  pay 
dues  on-line!  Steve  Ratliff,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  FL  32583-7343 
Steve@Ratliff.com  check  out  my  EBay  sales,  many  pieces  of  coal  scrip.  All  startinq  at  99  cents. 

Search  florida-token-collector,  be  sure  to  click  box  for  "Include  title  and  description.”  I  buy 

outright  and  also  auction  consignment  estates,  let  me  know  what  you  have. 

WANTED:  I  NEED  MANY  LOWER  RARITY  TN  COAL  SCRIP  FROM  R-l  THRU  R-7  A  will  pay 
over  book  prices  for  what  I  need.  Refer  back  to  my  previous  ad  in  Scrip  Talk  for  a  list.  Also  want 
TN  merchant  tokens.  National  A  obsolete  banknotes,  bottles,  medals,  pins  and  other  collectibles. 
Joe  C.  Copeland,  P.O.B.  4221,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831  865-482-4215 

joecopeland@comcast.net  + 

A  REMINDER,  *V'  AFTER  YOUR  AD  MEANS 

IT  IS  TIME  TO  RENEW 

CONTACT  LIST 


Lynn  D.  Ours  -  102  Forest  Heights,  Huntington,  WV  25705,  LDOURS@AOL.COM 
304-736-7371  Collect  WV,  OH,  KY  &  Merchant  Tokens 

Steve  Garrett  -  659  Barclay  Ln,  Jellico,  Ten  37762  Sandg49@bellsouth.net  Cell- 
423-912-8808+8809,  Land- 423-784-8641  Collect  Tennessee  Campbell  &  Clabome 
Co’s,  Kentucky,  Whitley  Co. 

Need  Ky-833-A50,  1985-E25, 2159-C1,  2249-A5,  A10,  A50,  B5,  BIO,  C25 
Tenn-  397-A100,  501-C1  E5,  E25,  E100,  F25, 15,  Jl,  557-A5a,  A50,  D50,  E5a,  E5b, 
ElOb,  E50b,  J5,  J10,  859-  Al,  B25,  ClOb 

(Alfred  T.)  A1  Billips  58  Lilly  Pond  Ln,  Glenville,  WV  26351,304-462-8623 
Collect  Eastern  Ky  Scrip  (Harlan  County) 

Timothy  W.  Branson  -  4015  Kittyhawk  Dr,  Dayton,  OH  45403-2843,  937-684-3953 
Collect  coal  related  railroad  items  such  as  L  &  N  Railroad  and  C  &  O  Railroad, 

Thomas  Perry  -  902  Glen  Way,  Charleston,  WV  25309,  Tperrp4@suddenlink.net 
Need  many  WV  pieces.  Email  or  write  what  you  have  for  sale. 

Gene  Miller  3306  Starton  Ct.,  Louisville,  Ky  40220,  502-468-2570, 

Collect  hobo  nickels,  Coal  &  Lumber  Tokens,  Will  exchange  lists. 

Ron  Sanders  -  1689  Pleasant  View  Dr.  Talbott,  Ten.,  37877,  rsanders@charter.net, 
423-581-8239,  Collect  Ten  and  pictorial  scrip. 

Carl  Heinrich  -  Box  305  Reno,  Ohio  45773,  jheinrich@starband.net ,  740-373-5302, 
Collect  coal  co  badges  from  coal  producing  areas,  All  states. 

Larry  Dziubek  -  Box  235,  Connoquenessing,  PA.,  16027,  lcdziiibek@zoominternet.net, 
724-789-7372 

Collect  Penn-  Every  kind  of  token 

Tommy  J.  Fritts  -  3706  Elmwood  Dr.,  Alexandria,  Va.,  22303-1131,  705-960-4745, 
Collect  Ten  scrip 

Hans  Decker  -  Box  4121,  Arlington,  Va.,  222034,  hans.decker@bep.gov,  202-874-0723, 
Collect  vintage  WV  items,  tokens,  pins,  etc. 

Bill  Fugera  -  29832  Charreadas  St.  Laguna  Niguel,  Ca.  92677,  fugewili@cox.net, 
949-481-1242 

Collect  Northern  West  Virginia  scrip  such  as  Osgood  Camp,  Four  States  Supply,  Osage 

Louis  J.  Salerno  -  75  Golden  Oak  Dr.,  Portola,  Ca.,  94028,  w61is@hotmail.com, 
650-851-5290,  Collect  coal,  lumber,  explosive,  transit,  trade  from  Ak,  Ca,  Nv,  Wi 
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RECENT  EBAY  SCRIP  SALES 


Merrimac  Anthracite,  Merrimac  Mines,  Va.,  1887,  BIO - $179.25 

Valley  Camp  Store  No.  7,  Milk  Check,  Location  unknown, - $104.75 

Carter  Coal,  Coalwood,  WVA,  Bottle  Check  (5cents), - $100.66 

Chenoa  Hignite,  Chenoa,  Ky,  537,  C5 - $215.49  This  sale  also  included  a  Kelly  bottle 

check  (  5  cents). 

Caimes  Coal  mining  Co.,  Caimes,  Ky.,  431,  B100, - $78.77 

Frank  Capobianco,  Kistler,  WVA,  1531,  D25  (UL), - $206.25 

Western  Supply  No.  1,  Benwood,  WVA,  UL  town,  Ingle  10  cents, - $131.21 

The  Daniel  Boone  Coal  Co.,  Lennut,  Ky,  1609,  UL,  D5, - $202.49 

Elkhom  C  &  C  Co.,  Maybeury,  WVA,  1823,  UL  B10 - $346.50 

Nelson  Fuel  Co  (ship)  Leslie,  WVA,  1613,  A10 - $58.30 

Exploder  Token —  Koppers/one/cap,  Federal  No  1  Mine,  Grant  Town - $172.05 

NEW  FINDS 


SPRIGG,  WV,  2637,  MINGO 
Alma  Fuel  Company  /  5/  Sprigg,  W.  VA. 
E5b,  Ni,  19,  Rd,  Co 
Oreo  Reg.  U.  S.  Pat.  Off. 

LENNUT,  KY,  1609,  PERRY 
The  Daniel  Boone  Coal  Co/ 

Lennut, /Ky. /Store/No  1 
D5,  Al,  19,  Rd,  Sd 
Good  for/5c/in  merchandise 

GLEN  JEAN,  WV,  1131,  FAYETTE 
Collins  Colliery  Company 
Jl,  Ni,  18,  Rd,  Co 
Oreo  Patented 


GORDON,  WV,  1153,  BOONE 
Detroit  Mining  Co,  /  25  /  Not  Trans- 
able  /  Gordon,  W.  VA. 

A25c,  NiP,  24,  Rd,  Co  Oreo  Pat  Pen. 

MAYBEURY,  WV,  1823,  McDowell, 
Elkhom  C.&C.  Co./lO 
B10,  Br,  2 1 ,  Rd,  Co 
MMISC  Pat.  Pend./In  Trade 
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ALL  COAL  &  LUMBER  SCRIP 

WEST  VIRGINIA 
TOKENS 

CIVIL  WAR  TOKENS 
POCKET  WATCHES 
WAR  RELICS 
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U.S.  COINS  &  CURRENCY 

^Doug  Bumgardner  -  A.N.A.  #50786 

Kanawha  Coin  Shop 
712  Brawley  Walkway 
Charleston,  WV  25301 

Phone:  (304)  342-8081  Fax:  (304)  342-9401  \ 
Web:  www.kanawhacoin.com 

E-Mail:  info@kanawhacoin.com 
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Paid  Advertisement 


ERROR  SCRIP 


More  than  often  many  collectors  of  scrip  come  upon  a  piece  that  doesn’t  look  right.  Upon 
closer  scrutiny  it  is  obvious  some  thing  is  different.  I  have  seen  omitted  letters, 
misspelled  words,  missing  punches,  added  punches,  incorrect  punch  and  so  forth.  To 
make  my  point  I  am  showing  two  examples  of  error  scrip  in  my  possession. 

The  first  is  Consolidation  Coal  Company  nickel  (s)  from  Monongah  West  Virginia 
(1943-M  5).  The  obverse  of  these  two  nickels  should  be  a  twin  image  of  each  other. 

Note  the  position  of  the  5.  On  the  first  nickel  the  upper  left  comer  of  the  5  is  almost 
touching  the  last  N  in  CONSOLIDATION.  The  upper  left  comer  of  the  5  on  the  second 
nickel  is  further  to  the  right. 

The  second  observation  of  the  first  nickel  is  the  position  of  the  word  NOT  is  almost 
touching  both  the  S  and  O  of  CONSOLIDATION.  More  of  the  N  is  closer  to  the  S.  The 
second  scrip  shows  the  word  NOT  almost  touching  the  letter  O  in  CONSOLIDATION. 
The  reverse  of  both  nickels  are  twin  images  showing  it  was  most  likely  the  same  die  was 
used  or  a  much  better  die  reproduction. 


The  second  example  is  The  New  River  Company  from  Kilsith.  The  two  listed  Kilsith 
punches  are  15  and  K.  I  have  a  Kilsith  1948  dollar  with  a  5  punch.  It  should  be  a  15. 
The  5  is  the  cut  out  for  New  River  Cranberry.  Was  the  number  1  section  of  the  15  punch 
broken  or  was  Kilsith  scrip  mixed  in  with  the  Cranberry  ?  If  the  lwas  broken  I  feel  the  5 
of  the  example  would  be  off  center  in  a  normal  punch.  My  guess  is  that  this  Kilsith  scrip 
was  mixed  with  a  batch  of  Cranberry  scrip  prior  to  punching.  A  working  quality  control 
program  could  have  possibly  caught  this  error.  It  appears  that  quality  control  was  not 
important  to  the  coal  companies  when  relative  to  a  scrip  purchase.  My  personal  opinion. 
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PITTSBURGH  COAL  SEAM 

By  Bill  Fugera 


The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Seam  is  the  thickest  and  most  extensive  coal  bed  in  the  Appalachian 
Basin.  The  Upper  Pennsylvania  Pittsburgh  coal  bed  is  extensive  and  continuous, 
extending  over  1 1,000  square  miles  through  53  counties.  It  extends  from  Allegany 
County,  Maryland  to  Belmont  County,  Ohio  and  from  Allegany  County  Pennsylvania  to 
southwest  to  Putnam  County,  West  Virginia.This  coal  seam  is  named  for  its  outcrop 
found  high  on  the  sheer  north  face  of  Mount  Washington  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  and 
is  considered  to  form  the  base  of  the  upper  coal  measures  of  the  Allegany  Plateau  now 
known  as  the  Monongahela  Group.  The  first  reference  to  the  Pittsburgh  coal  bed  was  on  a 
1751  map. 

The  section  of  the  Pittsburgh  seam  under  the  Georges  Creek  Valley  of  Western  Maryland 
is  known  as  the  Big  Vein.  This  is  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  Pittsburgh  seam  by  Savage 
Moimtain,  the  Negro  Mountain  anticline,  the  Laurel  Hill  anticline,  and  the  Chestnut 
Ridge  anticline  .  Between  these  anticlines,  the  strata  containing  the  Pittsburgh  coal  have 
been  almost  obliterated  by  erosion.  The  exception  is  a  small  remnant  in  Somerset  County, 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  Berlin  Syncline  between  Negro  Mountain  and  Savage  Mountain. 

Anticline  is  a  geological  term  used  to  describe  a  fold  that  is  convex  up  and  has  its  oldest 
beds  at  its  center. 

Syncline  is  a  fold  with  younger  layers  of  rock  close  to  the  center  of  the  formation. 


ANTICLINE 


SYNCLINE 


Mount  Washington  formally  known  as  Coal  Hill,  has  a  long  history  of  geological  and 
economic  ups  and  downs.  Coal  Hill  is  just  across  the  Monongahela  River  from  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh.  As  many  times  I  was  in  Pittsburgh,  I  only  recently  learned  of  the  coal  history 
of  this  city.  Mount  Washington  is  rated  by  USA  Weekend  as  the  second  most  impressive 
vista  in  America.  The  pictures  show  the  view  from  Mount  Washington  overlooking  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh.  There  are  many  up  scale  restaurants  paralleling  the  crest  of  Mount 
Washington  with  views  of  the  city.  The  area  is  also  home  to  Coal  Hill  Mining  Co.,  one  of 
the  oldest  coal  brokerages  in  Pennsylvania.  The  company  has  been  in  continuous 
operation  since  1 920  when  it  was  started  as  a  deep  coal  mining  company. 
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Early  settlers  and  travelers  learned  of  the  secrets  of  the  Pittsburgh  seam  hidden  beneath 
the  surface  of  Coal  Hill.  As  the  city  industrialized,  the  mountain  became  the  source  that 
fueled  Pittsburgh’s  growth.  By  the  late  1800’s,  annual  coal  production  was  13  million 
tons.  This  coal  seam  has  been  deemed  the  most  commercially  valuable  mineral  deposit  in 
North  America.  Although  mining  in  Pittsburgh  ended  years  ago,  the  legacy  of  Coal  Hill 
will  forever  be  tied  to  the  black  gold  that  flowed  from  it’s  veins. 

By  the  end  of  the  1 9th  century,  the  ravages  of  time,  the  scarring  from  the  mining 
operations  and  the  destructive  forces  of  industry  had  transformed  the  once  forest  covered 
hillside  into  a  barren,  eroding  wasteland.  Property  values  dropped  and  the  entire  image  of 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh  suffered  as  a  result. 

The  20th  century  saw  a  gradual  increase  in  efforts  to  reduce,  and  reverse  the  deteriorating 
condition  of  the  hillside.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  city  Department  of  Parks  and 
Recreation  and  the  city  Planning  Commission,  along  with  numerous  local  community  and 
civic  groups.  Coal  Hill  has  been  transformed  back  to  the  lush  tree  covered  view  that  once 
thrilled  early  travelers  like  the  young  officer  named  George  Washington. 

The  origin  of  Mount  Washington,  or  Coal  Hill  goes  back  to  a  period  of  time  known  as  the 
Taconic  Orogeny.  The  unusual  exposed  coal  deposits  along  Pittsburgh  ‘s  Coal  Hill  were 
the  result  of  tremendous  shifts  in  the  earth’s  crust  beginning  more  than  435  million  years 
ago.  A  delta  was  formed.  During  a  period  300  to  220  million  years  ago,  Pittsburgh  was 
under  swamps  with  a  hot  equatorial  climate  that  supported  lush  plant  growth.  These 
plants  provided  the  raw  materials,  later  transformed  by  bacteria,  pressure  and  heat  into 
bituminous  coal,  that  underlies  Mount  Washington  and  much  of  western  Pennsylvania. 

By  the  latter  part  of  the  1700’s  the  south  side  of  the  Monongahela  River  had  become 
known  for  its  supply  of  coal.  The  first  mining  of  bituminous  coal  in  the  nation  began  on 
Coal  Hill  in  1 762.  Early  residents  of  the  region  gathered  the  coal  to  heat  their  homes  and 
to  supply  the  soldiers  at  Fort  Pitt.  The  coal  was  mined  from  drift  mines  and  outcrops 
along  the  hillside  about  200  feet  above  the  river.  The  coal  was  poured  into  trenches  dug 
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into  the  hillside,  rolled  to  the  edge  of  the  river,  transported  by  canoe  and  boats  to  Fort 
Pitt.  The  coal  was  outcropped  to  the  point  where  people  could  loose  the  coal  at  the 
surface  and  toss  it  down  the  hillside  to  the  waiting  boats.  It  sold  for  a  penny  a  bushel. 
Sometime  around  1 765,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  mine,  which  continued  to  bum  for  years, 
leading  to  collapse  of  part  of  the  face  of  the  hill. 

Mining  rights  were  formally  purchased  from  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  in  1768,  and 
from  this  point  on,  coal  fueled  the  explosive  growth  of  industry  in  the  Pittsburgh  region. 
By  1796,  coal  mines  extended  along  the  face  of  Coal  Hill  for  1800  feet.  By  1814,  there 
were  at  least  40  coal  mines  in  the  Pittsburgh  area  worked  from  admits  in  the  face  of  the 
coal  seam  using  room  and  pillar  methods. 

Early  uses  of  coal  included  salt  extraction.  By  1 825  over  200,000  tons  of  coal  per  year 
were  being  used  in  Pittsburgh  to  produce  salt  for  domestic  use.  Glass  making  started  in 
the  1830’s.  Soon  Pittsburgh  was  producing  more  than  half  of  the  nation’s  glass.  By  1830, 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh  consumed  more  than  400  tons  per  day  of  coal  for  domestic  and  light 
industrial  use.  By  the  1870’s  canals,  and  then  railroads,  helped  increase  the  use  of  coal 
for  iron  and  steel  production.  Coal  production  grew  to  13  million  tons  per  year,  which 
accounted  for  one-fifth  of  the  entire  national  output. 

This  early  use  of  coal  was  unusual  in  the  colonies,  since  wood  was  the  fuel  of  choice 
elsewhere.  A  comparison  of  costs  showed  that  in  1 809,  a  cord  of  wood  cost  $2.00  and  a 
bushel  of  coal  cost  6  cents  delivered.  Laborers  working  in  the  mines  earned  about  $1.60 
per  week  and  could  mine  as  many  as  100  bushels  of  coal  daily. 

The  Penn  family  begun  selling  mining  rights  on  Mount  Washington  as  early  as  1 784.  By 
then  Pittsburgh  had  already  been  noted  as  “The  Smokey  City”  because  of  the  heavy  use 
of  coal. 

The  Pittsburgh  seam  became  the  most  commercially  valuable  mineral  deposit  in  North 
America.  Mining  was  throughout  Pittsburgh  and  the  surrounding  towns.  Small  gauge  coal 
railroads  and  spur  lines  criss-crossed  the  valleys  near  Coal  Hill.  Many  of  these  lines 
utilized  a  network  of  underground  tunnels  that  criss-crossed  through  the  rock  core  of 
Coal  Hill, These  lines  ended  at  inclines  or  loading  platforms  on  the  north  face.  From  here 
the  coal  would  be  transported  to  the  factories  along  the  Monongahela  River. 

The  Pittsburgh  seam  was  America’s  principal  seam  of  coal  production  during  the  late 
nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  century.  This  coal  was  ideally  suited  for  making  coke, 
particularly  for  iron  blast  furnaces.  During  the  mid-1830s  the  adoption  of  beehive  coke 
ovens  ,  named  for  their  dome  shape,  further  spurred  the  use  of  Pittsburgh  seam  coal  in 
iron  furnaces.  It  helped  the  development  of  much  of  Southwestern  Pennsylvania, 
particularly  a  section  of  the  Pittsburgh  seam  known  as  the  Connellsville  district.  When 
converted  to  coke,  this  coal  was  strong  enough  to  withstand  the  weight  of  iron  ore  that 
was  piled  with  coke  inside  blast  furnaces.  This  coke  has  a  high  level  of  carbon,  which 
accelerates  combustion,  and  a  low  proportion  of  impurities,  including  ash  and  moisture, 
which,  retards  combustion.  Pittsburgh  coal  is  also  low  in  sulfur,  which  is  critical  to 
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making  high  quality  iron.  In  addition,  the  Pittsburgh  seam  was  located  close  to 
Pittsburgh,  then  the  center  of  the  growing  American  iron  and  steel  industry. 

The  mining  of  Pittsburgh  seam  coal  took  off  after  1 860  as  the  rapidly  expanding  iron  and 
steel  industry  adopted  coke.  The  output  of  the  iron  and  steel  industry  burgeoned  during 
the  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  century  as  demand  for  steel  products  surged.  To 
meet  the  corresponding  demand  for  coke,  Pittsburgh  seam  mines  vastly  increased  their 
production  from  4.3  million  tons  of  coal  in  1880  to  a  peak  of  forty  million  tons  in  1916. 
During  the  last  half  of  the  1 9th  century  ,  the  demand  for  steel  rose  rapidly,  generated  by 
the  explosive  growth  of  the  railroad  industry.  The  number  of  beehive  ovens  in  the 
Pittsburgh  seam  between  1870  and  1905  skyrocketed  from  about  200  ovens  to  almost 
3 1 ,000  in  response  to  the  rising  demands  of  the  iron  and  steel  industry;  their  use  peaked 
in  1910  at  almost  48,000.  Most  of  the  pre-1900  growth  in  coal  output  occurred  in  the 
Connellsville  district.  However,  the  iron  and  steel  industry’s  demand  rose  so  rapidly  that 
it  became  clear  by  1 900  that  this  district  could  not  satisfy  demand  by  itself.  During  the 
1900’s  and  1 91 0’s,  mine  companies  exploited  the  Lower  Connellsville  district  of  the 
Pittsburgh  seam,  adding  greatly  to  total  output.  The  growth  of  Pittsburgh  seam  mining 
was  so  massive,  and  so  intertwined  with  coke  production  for  the  iron  and  steel  industry, 
that  the  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  century  has  been  called  the  “Golden  Age  of 
King  Coal,  Queen  Coke  and  Princess  Steel”. 

Beginning  in  the  1910s,  important  technological  and  industrial  changes  spelled  the  end  of 
the  Pittsburgh  seam’s  importance.  By-product  coke  ovens,  which  yielded  more  coke  per 
ton  from  coal,  replaced  most  beehive  coke  ovens  from  1910  to  1940.  By-product  ovens 
utilized  coal  that  was  lower  in  quality  than  the  Pittsburgh  seam  coal,  greatly  reducing 
demand  for  the  Pittsburgh  seam  coal.  The  Great  Depression  also  contributed  significantly 
to  the  decline  of  production.  Pittsburgh  seam  output  continued  to  fall  after  a  World  War 
II  surge  as  steel  mills  adopted  alternative  fuels  such  as  natural  gas  and  oil  and  improved 
the  energy  efficiency  of  iron  furnaces.  Another  major  blow  came  during  the  late  1970s 
and  1980s  as  the  American  steel  industry  closed  many  steel  mills  in  the  Pittsburgh  region 
and  elsewhere. 

Over  10  billion  tons  of  bituminous  coal  have  been  mined  in  21  Pennsylvania  counties. 
This  is  approximately  one  fourth  of  all  coal  ever  mined  in  the  United  States. 

Pennsylvania  is  currently  the  fourth  largest  coal  producing  state  in  the  United  States. 

The  decline  of  Pittsburgh  seam  mining  brought  large-scale  social  and  economic  changes 
to  southwestern  Pennsylvania,  as  unemployment  climbed,  the  region  lost  population  due 
to  out-migration,  business  dependence  on  coal  miners  and  steel  workers  income 
disappeared.  Municipalities  had  declining  tax  bases. 

Despite  two  centuries  of  mining,  about  1 6  billion  short  tons  of  coal  remain,  with  the 
largest  remaining  block  in  southwestern  Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  areas  of  West 
Virginia.  Much  of  the  remaining  coal  to  the  south  of  Marion  County,  West  Virginia  and 
west  through  much  of  Ohio  is  high  in  ash  and  sulfur,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  extensively 
mined  in  the  near  future. 


